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Congress Voting Independence

Around 1803, Edward Savage set about engraving a print depicting the signing of the
Declaration of Independence, but the plate remained unfinished at his death some
fourteen years later. Completed figures include-at center stage-John Adams of
Massachusetts, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, James Wilson of Pennsylvania, and
Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, handing a document to John Hancock of Massachusetts,
president of the Congress. Seated in the front (left to right) are Samuel Adams of
Massachusetts, Robert Morris of Pennsylvania, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania (in
Windsor chair), and Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Maryland, who, when he died in
1832, was the last surviving signer. On the far right is Stephen Hopkins of Rhode
Island, wearing, in accord with Quaker practice, his hat.

Edward Savage (1761-1817)

Stipple and line engraving from unfinished plate, 1906 strike from c. 1803 plate
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Stephen F. Austin 1793-1836
Born Wythe County, Virginia

In 1822, Stephen F. Austin led a group of Anglo-American emigrants to settle a site in
Texas on the Gulf of Mexico. He gained the cooperation and trust of the newly formed
Mexican state, which saw Austin's colony as a way to settle and improve its lands. For
ten years Austin led the colony and grew to believe that Mexico, not the United States,
should control Texas. However, his hand was forced when the Mexican government,
fearing the American colonists' independence, began to harass them. Austin was
arrested in 1835 for allegedly plotting to annex Texas from Mexico. Released, he joined
the subsequent revolt as commander of the army of Texas. After the declaration of the
Republic of Texas (1836), Austin was defeated as its first president by Sam Houston,
the war's military hero.
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Thomas Hart Benton 1782-1858
Born Hillsboro (now Hillsborough), North Carolina

Thomas Hart Benton was a major political figure in the antebellum period, serving as a
Democratic senator from Missouri for thirty years. Politically, Benton helped
implement "manifest destiny" with his wholehearted support of national expansion.
He wrote in 1818: "In a few years the Rocky Mountains will be passed and the ‘children
of Adam' will have . . . [marched] west to . . . the Pacific.” To fulfill this vision of
America as a new Eden, Benton promoted homesteading, the western railroad, the
Pony Express, annexation, and other measures. But his career foundered on the issue of
slavery. A believer in the Union and an opponent of slavery, he voted against the
Compromise of 1850, which deferred conflict on the slavery issue. Benton's
intransigence outraged the Missouri legislature, and they replaced him with a
pro-slavery Whig in 1850.

Ferdinand Thomas Lee Boyle (1820-1906)

Oil on canvas, c. 1861
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Carter Braxton 1736-1797
Born Newington, King and Queen County, Virginia

At the age of twenty-five, planter and merchant Carter Braxton took his place in the
Virginia House of Burgesses, the third generation of his family to serve there. Although
hardly a radical and married to the daughter of a Crown appointee, Braxton proved
willing to follow Patrick Henry in resistance to the Stamp Act and in 1774 pledged to
boycott English trade. Elected to the Second Continental Congress, Braxton opposed a
hasty and complete break with England, but in the end he put his name to the
Declaration of Independence, had his portrait painted, and went home.
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Watercolor on ivory, c. 1775
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John C. Calhoun 1782-1850
Born Abbeville District, South Carolina

South Carolina's John C. Calhoun was a formidable presence in American politics for
nearly four decades. In that time, he served twice as vice president and sat in two
cabinets. It was during his later years in the Senate, however, that he had his greatest
impact as a champion of southern interests and formulator of a sectional dogma of
states' rights. But even as he defended the South against attempts to curb slavery and
argued for the right of states to reject federal policies, he sensed that he was fighting a
losing battle. His dying words in 1850 were "The South, the poor South."

One of five known versions of the likeness that the artist, George P. A. Healy, made
from sittings with Calhoun in 1844, this portrait originally belonged to Calhoun
himself.

George Peter Alexander Healy (1813-1894)

Oil on canvas, c. 1845

NPG.90.52

Exhibition script #A0173

Stretcher: 91.9 x 74.1 x 3.8cm (36 3/16 x 29 3/16 x 1 1/2")
Frame: 116.2 x 97.8 x 7cm (45 3/4 x 38 1/2 x 2 3/4")

Robert "King" Carter 1663-1732
Born Lancaster County, Virginia

As befitting his nickname, Robert "King" Carter was arguably the most powerful
Virginian during the first third of the eighteenth century. First elected to Virginia's
House of Burgesses in 1691, Carter actively involved himself in politics, twice serving as
Speaker of the House and once as governor. Like many Virginians, he was proud of his
English heritage, yet was also passionate in defending Virginia's rights within the
British empire. As a merchant and tobacco planter, Carter amassed one of the largest
fortunes in colonial America. At his death he owned 300,000 acres of land-roughly half
the size of Rhode Island today-and oversaw the operation of forty-five plantations and
more than 700 slaves. In this portrait, he conveys the self-assured sense of
independence that was characteristic of those Virginians who would later revolt against
their English rulers.
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Mark Clark 1896-1984
Born Madison Barracks, New York

General Mark Clark acquired his first distinction of World War 11 by leading a
reconnaissance mission to Morocco in preparation for the Allied invasion of North
Africa in late 1942. As Fifth Army commander and then as head of all Allied forces in
Italy, he went on to play a central role in finally overcoming the stiff German resistance
there; in May 1945 he had the satisfaction of accepting the surrender of German forces
in Italy. Clark never let rank keep him from the front lines, and his frequent ventures
into combat zones earned him the deep affection of many an enlisted man.

At one point, Clark lost his temper with Pietro Annigoni's progress on this picture and
stormed out of the studio, leaving his army jacket. Although Annigoni ultimately
delivered the portrait, he kept Clark’s jacket for use as a painting coat.

Pietro Annigoni (1910-1988)

Oil on canvas, 1946

Gift of General Mark W. Clark
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Henry Clay 1777-1852
Born Hanover County, Virginia

His admirers called him "Gallant Harry," and his impetuous charm made him quite
possibly the most beloved politician of his generation. But the real legacy of Kentucky's
Henry Clay was his unstinting devotion, in the House of Representatives and later in
the Senate, to maintaining a strong American union. In the early 1830s, as southern
states threatened to nullify federal authority over a tariff bill that would have hurt
plantation economies, Clay set aside his own preference for the new law to orchestrate
a compromise. In 1850, with the North and South on the verge of armed conflict over
the extension of slavery into the new western territories, Clay again stepped in with
proposals that, temporarily at least, satisfied both sections. This last act of his career
earned him the title of Great Pacificator.

John Neagle (1796-1865)

Oil on canvas, 1842

Frame conserved with funds from the Smithsonian Women's Committee
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George A. Custer 1839-1876
Born New Rumley, Ohio

George A. Custer graduated from the U.S. Military Academy in June 1861, two months
after the beginning of the war. He entered the war a second lieutenant in the Second
Cavalry and was one of the Union’s rising stars. Only two years later, at twenty-three,
he became the youngest officer promoted to brigadier general. Before the war was over,
he was a major general with two stars and was commanding the Third Division of
Sheridan's cavalry corps. In the days just before Lee's surrender, Custer's men played a
supporting role in blocking the enemy’s retreat near Appomattox.

Unidentified artist

Ambrotype, c. 1860
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Martin R. Delany 1812-1885
Born Charles Town, [West] Virginia

Martin R. Delany was the only black officer to receive the rank of major during the
Civil War. This distinction recognized Delany's stature as a black leader, although it
proved to be mostly symbolic. In the decade before the war, Delany had been active in
the movement to relocate free blacks to Liberia, where they might have greater
freedoms.

In 1863, following President Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation and the call for the
enlistment of black militia regiments, Delany began actively recruiting in New England.
The chance to organize his own unit came in February 1865, when Lincoln
commissioned him a major in the army. Delany hurried to Charleston, South Carolina,
and began recruiting two regiments of former slaves. The war ended two months later,
however, before Delany or any of his men had a chance to participate.

Unidentified artist
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Engraving of John Dickinson in Nathaniel Ames's Almanack (1772 edition)

John Dickinson's Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania were published in nineteen of
the twenty-three colonial newspapers, and his reasoned case against British taxation
made him the first of America's celebrated patriots. The most cautious of men (he
would hold back from signing the Declaration of Independence), Dickinson was no
rabble-rouser, saying "the cause of liberty is a cause of too much dignity to be sullied by
turbulence and tumult.”
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Paul Revere (1735-1818), after an engraving by James Smith, after a painting by
Charles Willson Peale

Relief cut, 1771
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Stephen A. Douglas 1813-1861
Born Brandon, Vermont

The political prominence of lllinois senator Stephen A. Douglas rested largely on
"popular sovereignty"-a formula he had devised in the early 1850s to quell the
controversy over slavery's westward extension by permitting the settlers of new
territories to decide through balloting whether or not to allow slaveholding. In his
quest for the presidency in 1860, he continued to urge this principle. By then, however,
it satisfied neither North nor South. Although he was Lincoln's nearest rival in the
four-way contest that year, his defeat in November was almost inevitable.

This portrait served as a visual backdrop at campaign rallies on Douglas's behalf.

Duncan Styles (lifedates unknown)

Oil on canvas, 1860
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